Who's the Fascist? Uses of the Nazi Past at the Geert Wilders Trial
Robert A. Kahn 1 ABSTRACT: This essay looks at how, during his trial, Geert Wilders and his opponents used references to the Nazi eraincluding but not limited to the Holocaust -to frame debates over Muslim immigration, Wilders himself, and the acceptability of hate speech trials. The Wilders trial is especially interesting because each side sought to call the other a "fascist." For Wilders, the Quran was a fascist book, an Islamic Mein Kampf. To his opponents, Wilders was a "prototypical" fascist, one who spoke to the gut not the mind. But perhaps the strongest use of the Nazi past involved victims. If a well-established Jewish community faced the Nazis largely without the support of their fellow Dutch citizens and today faces continued anti-Semitism, what should Muslim newcomers expect? On a broader level the multiple references to World War II, fascism, and the Holocaust in the Wilders case show how nearly seventy years after the Allied forces declared victory the Nazi past continues to play a major role in European discourse over hate speech laws. invoked the words of Ronald Reagan forty years after the D-Day landings: "We will always remember. We will always be proud.
We will always be prepared, so that we may always be free." In the darkest of winter, in the freezing cold, in a lonely forest with snow and ice as even fiercer enemies than the Nazi war machine itself, the American army was told to surrender. McAuliffe thought otherwise. He gave the Germans a short message. This message contained just four letters. Four letters only, but never in the history or freedom was a desire for liberty and perseverance in the face of evil expressed more eloquently than in that message: it spelled N-U-T-S "Nuts."
My friends, the national-socialists got the message.
Because it left no room for interpretation. Our enemies should know: we will never apologize for being free men, we will never bow for the combined forces of Mecca and the left. We will never surrender.
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The passage is noteworthy for several reasons. Bovekerk's final argument is that fascists have an "us vs.
them" view of the world. 97 According to Bovekerk, Wilders distinguishes between "good, tolerant and democratic Holland" 93 Id. at 46 (quoting De Ruiter). 94 Id. at 12 (quoting THE ETERNAL RETURN OF FASCISM at 45). 95 In this regard, Bosma's arguments bear some resemblance to efforts the far right to deny the Holocaust, restrict Hitler's involvement in it, in order to undermine any "taboo" on anti-Semitism the Holocaust may have created. 96 The clash between the competing images of Wilders -participant in the Good War against Nazi Germany or potential fascist -came to a head following a visit by Wilders to Monschau, Germany a town on the northern shoulder of the Battle of the Bulge. 
VI. LIKE JEWS IN THE 1930S
But there is a second, more telling parallel to the Nazi past. 
